NOTICE OF INTENT TO AMEND RULE OF THE GEORGIA BOARD OF
DENTISTRY '
RULE 150-5-.03 SUPERVISION OF DENTAL HYGIENISTS

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND PARTIES:

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the authority set forth below, the Georgia Board of
Dentistry (hereinafter “Board”) proposes amendments to Georgia Board of Dentistry Rule 150-5-
.03 SUPERVISION OF DENTAL HYGIENISTS (hereinafter “proposed amendments”).

This notice, together with an exact copy of the rule including the proposed amendments and a
synopsis of the rule including the proposed amendments, is being forwarded to all persons who
have requested, in writing, that they be placed on an interested parties list. A copy of this notice,
an exact copy of the rule including the proposed amendments, and a synopsis of the rule
including the proposed amendments may be reviewed during normal business hours of 8:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except official State holidays, at the Department of
Community Health at 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive SE, East Tower, 11th Floor, Atlanta, GA

30334. These documents will also be available for review on the Georgia Board of Dentistry’s
web page at http://gbd.georgia.gov/.

A public hearing is scheduled to begin at 10:00 AM on August 4, 2023 at the Department of
Community Health at 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive SE, East Tower, 11th Floor, Atlanta, GA
30334 to provide the public an opportunity to comment upon and provide input into the proposed
amendments. During the public hearing, anyone may present data, make a statement, comment
or offer a viewpoint or argument whether orally or in writing. Lengthy statements or statements
of a considerable technical or economic nature, as well as previously recorded messages, must be
submitted for the official record. Oral statements should be concise and will be limited to 5
minutes per person. Additional comments should be presented in writing. Written comments are
welcome. To ensure their consideration, written comments must be received prior to July 28,
2023. Written comments should be addressed to Executive Director of the Georgia Board of
Dentistry at 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive SE, East Tower, 11th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30334.
You may email your comments to elacefield@dch.ga.gov.

The proposed rule amendments will be considered by the Georgia Board of Dentistry during its
meeting scheduled to begin at 10:00 AM on August 4, 2023 at the Department of Community
Health at 2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive SE, East Tower, 11th Floor, Atlanta, GA 30334.
According to the Department of Law, State of Georgia, the Georgia Board of Dentistry has the

authority to adopt the proposed rule amendments pursuant to authority contained in O.C.G.A §§
43-11-7,43-11-23, and 43-11-74.

At its meeting on April 14, 2023, the Board voted that the formulation and adoption of these
amendments do not impose excessive regulatory cost on any licensee and any cost to comply
with the proposed amendments cannot be reduced by a less expensive alternative that fully
accomplishes the objectives of O.C.G.A §§ 43-11-7 and 43-11-9.

At its meeting on April 14, 2023, the Board also voted that it is not legal or feasible to meet the
objectives of O.C.G.A. §§43-11-7 and 43-11-9 to adopt or implement differing actions for



businesses as listed at O.C.G.A. § 50-13-4(a)(3)(A), (B), (C) and (D). The formulation and
adoption of these amendments will impact every licensee in the same manner, and each licensee
is independently licensed, owned and operated and dominant in the field of dentistry.

For further information, contact the Board office at 404-651-8000.

This notice is given in compliance with O.C.G.A. §50-13-4.

This 5 day of_J u% ,2023.
o Re==51

Eric R. Lacefield
Executive Director
Georgia Board of Dentistry

Posted: T@ , 5 ,2023



SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS OF THE
GEORGIA BOARD OF DENTISTRY
RULE 150-5-.03 SUPERVISION OF DENTAL HYGIENISTS.

Purpose: To remove rule language which is merely a restatement of O.C.G.A. § 43-
11-74.

Main Features:  To clarify the licensee duties by clarifying the language of the rule and
removing language which is duplicative of O.C.G.A. § 43-11-74.

DIFFERENCES OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS OF THE
GEORGIA BOARD OF DENTISTRY
RULE 150-5-.03 SUPERVISION OF DENTAL HYGIENISTS.
NOTE: Struck through text is proposed to be deleted. Underlined text is proposed to be added.

A copy of the draft rule approved by the Board is attached hereto.



150-5-.03. Supervision of Dental Hygienists
(1) Definitions.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

()
(f)

(e)

"Authorizing dentist" shall mean a dentist licensed to practice in Georgia who permits a
dental hygienist to practice under general supervision.

"Dental hygiene duties" and "dental hygiene services" shall mean those tasks which a
dental hygienist may lawfully perform under 0.C.G.A. § 43-11-74 and this Rule,

"Dental hygienist" shall mean an individual licensed to practice dental hygiene in
Georgia.

"Dental screening" shall mean a visual assessment of the oral cavity without the use of
x-rays, laboratory tests, or diagnostic models to determine if it appears that a more
thorough clinical examination and diagnosis should be conducted by a licensed dentist.
"Dentist" shall mean an individual licensed to practice dentistry in Georgia.

"Direct supervision" shall mean that a licensed dentist is in the dental office or
treatment facility, personally diagnoses the condition to be treated, personally
authorizes the procedure and remains in the dental office or treatment facility while the
procedure is being performed by the dental hygienist, and before dismissal of the
patient, examines the patient.

"General supervision" shall mean that a licensed dentist has authorized the delegable

duties of a dental hygienist but does not require that a licensed dentist be present when
such duties are performed.

(2) No dentist shall be required to authorize a dental hygienist to perform dental hygiene duties
under general supervision, and no part of this Rule shall be construed as to establish
independent dental hygiene practice.

(3) A dental hygienist shall perform duties only under the direct supervision of a duly-licensed
dentist who is licensed to practice in the State of Georgia, except where otherwise provided in
0.C.G.A. § 43-11-74-and-thisrule.
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A dental hygienist performing dental hygiene services under general supervision shall have at
least two (2) years of experience in the practice of dental hygiene, shall be in compliance with
the continuing education requirements under 0.C.G.A. § 43-11-73.1 and the cardiopulmonary
resuscitation certification requirements under 0.C.G.A. § 43-11-73, shall be licensed in good
standing, and shall maintain coverage under a professional liability occurrence or claims
insurance policy with a policy limit minimum of $1,000,000.

(a) "Experience" means a minimum of 1000 hours of hands-on treatment of patients within

the twenty-four (24) month period immediately post-graduation from an accredited
dental hygiene program.




(285) In addition to routine duties and the procedures of any of the operations or procedures
authorized in 0.C.G.A. § 43-11-74, the following activities may be performed by a dental
hygienist working under the direct supervision of a dentist:

(a) All the duties that are usually performed by a dental assistant pursuant to Title 43,
Chapter 11, Article 4 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated and Chapter 150-9 of the
Rules of the Georgia Board of Dentistry, under the limitations and stipulations set forth
in Title 43, Chapter 11, Article 3 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated and Chapter
150-5 of the Rules of the Georgia Board of Dentistry.
1. To perform phlebotomy and venipuncture procedures, a dental hygienist must

successfully complete a Board approved training course as required by 0.C.G.A. § 43-11-
23

(b) Take and mount oral x-rays;
(c) Apply medications and/or solutions approved by the Board and prescribed by the

dentist that can be applied by methods approved by the Board, be that by irrigation,
tray, or insertion of bioresorbable materials;

(d) Remove calcareous deposits, secretions, and stains from the surfaces of teeth.
Ultrasonic technologies are authorized for use by dental hygienists;

(e) Utilize techniques and materials necessary for the application of sealant(s) to pits of and
fissures of teeth;

(f) Perform root planning and curettage with hand instruments; and

(8) Perform periodontal probing.

(316) Nothing in these rules shall be construed as authorizing dental hygienists to utilize other
techniques in the course of the performance of their duties, otherwise authorized by these
rules. Only dentists licensed by the Georgia Board of Dentistry shall be authorized to perform
procedures involving laser technology which alters tissue, creates thermal effect, or is intended
to cut, coagulate, photocoagulate, vaporize, or ablate essentially any soft or hard tissues of the
body. Additionally, only dentists licensed by the Board shall be authorized to perform
procedures utilizing air abrasive technology, which is normally intended for cavity preparation or
enamel removal. This is to be distinguished from "micro etching" and "air polishing"
technologies which are intended for stain removal and roughening the surfaces of enamel to

enhance bonding, similar to acid etching, (i.e., Micro etching and air polishing are technologies
authorized for use by dental hygienists).

Authority: 0.C.G.A. §§ 43-11-1, 43-11-7, 43-11-9, 43-11-17, 43-11-74.



