NOTICE OF INTENT TO AMEND RULE OF THE GEORGIA STATE BOARD OF
DENTISTRY
RULE 150-11-.01 SPECIALTIES

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS AND PARTIES:

Notice is hereby given that pursuant to the authority set forth below, the Georgia State Board of Dentistry
(hereinafter “Board”) proposes amendments to Georgia Board of Dentistry Rule 150-11-.01
SPECIALTIES (hereinafter “proposed amendments™).

This notice, together with an exact copy of the rule including the proposed amendments and a synopsis of
the rule including the proposed amendments, is being forwarded to all persons who have requested, in
writing, that they be placed on an interested parties list. A copy of this notice, an exact copy of the rule
including the proposed amendments, and a synopsis of the rule including the proposed amendments may
be reviewed during normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except
official State holidays, at the Department of Community Health at 2 Peachtree Street, NW, Atlanta,
Georgia, 30303. These documents will also be available for review on the Georgia State Board of
Dentistry’s web page at http://gbd.georgia.gov/.

A public hearing is scheduled to begin at 10:00 AM on May 6, 2022 via conference call at the Department
of Community Health at 2 Peachtree Street, NW, 6™ Floor, Atlanta, Georgia, 30303 to provide the public
an opportunity to comment upon and provide input into the proposed amendments. During the public
hearing, anyone may present data, make a statement, comment or offer a viewpoint or argument whether
orally or in writing. Lengthy statements or statements of a considerable technical or economic nature, as
well as previously recorded messages, must be submitted for the official record. Oral statements should
be concise and will be limited to 5 minutes per person. Additional comments should be presented in
writing. Written comments are welcome. To ensure their consideration, written comments must be
received prior to April 29, 2022. Written comments should be addressed to Executive Director of the
Georgia State Board of Dentistry at 2 Peachtree Street NW, 6™ Floor, Atlanta, Georgia 30303. You may
email your comments to elacefield@dch.ga.gov.

The proposed rule amendments will be considered by the Georgia State Board of Dentistry during its
meeting scheduled to begin at 10:05 AM on May 6, 2022 via conference call at the Department of
Community Health at 2 Peachtree Street, NW, 6™ Floor, Atlanta, Georgia, 30303. According to the
Department of Law, State of Georgia, the Georgia State Board of Dentistry has the authority to adopt the
proposed rule amendments pursuant to authority contained in O.C.G.A §§ 43-11-7(1) and 43-11-10.

At its meeting on May 7, 2021, the Board voted that the formulation and adoption of these amendments
do not impose excessive regulatory cost on any licensee and any cost to comply with the proposed

amendments cannot be reduced by a less expensive alternative that fully accomplishes the objectives of
0.C.G.A §§ 43-11-7 and 43-11-9.

At its meeting on May 7, 2021, the Board also voted that it is not legal or feasible to meet the objectives
of 0.C.G.A. §§43-11-7 and 43-11-9 to adopt or implement differing actions for businesses as listed at
0.C.G.A. § 50-13-4(a)(3)(A), (B), (C) and (D). The formulation and adoption of these amendments will
impact every licensee in the same manner, and each licensee is independently licensed, owned and
operated and dominant in the field of dentistry.

For further information, contact the Board office at 404-651-8000.

This notice is given in compliance with O.C.G.A. §50-13-4.



This B day of Aph\ ,2022. /‘- JQ ]
S Q‘if

ric R. Lacefield
Executive Director
Georgia Board of Dentistry

Posted: _ Pfr.\ b 2022




SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS OF THE
GEORGIA STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY
RULE 150-11-.01 SPECIALTIES.

Purpose of rule: The purpose of this amendment is to recognize new specialties: Dental
Anesthesiology, Oral Medicine, and Orafacial Pain.

Main Features: The main features of this amendment is to recognize new specialties: Dental
Anesthesiology, Oral Medicine, and Orafacial Pain.

DIFFERENCES OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS OF THE
GEORGIA STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY
RULE 150-11-.01 SPECIALTIES.

NOTE: Struck through text is proposed to be deleted. Underlined text is proposed to be added.

150-11-.01 SPECIALTIES.

() The Georgia Board of Dentistry recognizes rine+9) twelve (12) specialties of dental
practice, which are defined as follows:

(a) Dental Public Health: Dental Public Health is the science and art of preventing
and controlling dental diseases and promoting dental health through organized
community efforts. It is that form of dental practice that serves the community as
a patient rather than the individual. It is concerned with dental health education of
the public, which applied dental prevention and control of dental diseases on a
community basis. A dentist who represents himself or herself as a "public health
dentist,” "specialist in dental public health" or similar term has completed the
educational requirements stated in the American Dental Association's specialty
practice guidelines in existence at the time the representation is made.

(b)  Endodontics: Endodontics is that branch of dentistry that deals with diagnosis and
treatment of oral conditions that arise as a result of pathoses of the dental pulp. Its
study encompasses related basic and clinical sciences including the biology of the
normal pulp and supporting structures, etiology, diagnosis, prevention and
treatment of diseases and injuries of the pulp and periradicular tissues. A dentist
who represents himself or herself as an "endodontist," "specialist in endodontics”
or similar term, has completed the educational requirements stated in the
American Dental Association's specialty practice guidelines in existence at the
time representation is made.

(c) Oral Pathology: Oral Pathology is that branch of science that deals with the nature
of the diseases affecting the oral and adjacent regions, through study of its causes,
its processes and its effect, together with the associated alterations of oral
structure and function. The practice of oral pathology shall include the
development and application of this knowledge through the use of clinical,
microscopic, radiograph, biochemical or other such laboratory examinations or
procedures as may be required to establish a diagnosis and/or gain other
information necessary to maintain the health of the patient, or to correct the result
of structural or functional changes produced by alterations from the normal. A



(d)

(e)

®

(2)

dentist who represents himself or herself as an "oral pathologist," "specialist in
oral pathology" or similar term has completed the educational requirements stated
in the American Dental Association's specialty practice guidelines in existence at
the time the representation is made.

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery: Oral and maxillofacial surgery is the specialty of
dentistry that includes the diagnosis, surgical and adjunctive treatment of diseases,
injuries and defects involving both the functional and esthetic aspects of the hard
and soft tissues of the oral and maxillofacial region. A dentist who represents
himself or herself as an "oral and/or maxillofacial surgeon," "specialist in oral
and/or maxillofacial surgery" or similar term has completed the educational
requirements stated in the American Dental Association's specialty practice
guidelines in existence at the time the representation is made.

Orthodontics: Orthodontics is that area of dentistry concerned with the
supervision, guidance and correction of the growing of mature dentofacial
structures, including the conditions that require movement of teeth or correction
of malrelationships and malformations of their related structures and the
adjustment of relationships between and among teeth and facial bones by the
application of forces and/or the stimulation and redirection of functional forces
within the craniofacial complex. Major responsibilities of orthodontic practice
include the diagnosis, prevention, interception and treatment of all forms of
malocclusion of the teeth and associated alterations in their surrounding
structures; the design, application and control of functional and corrective
appliances; and the guidance of the dentition and its supporting structures to attain
and maintain optimum occlusal relations in physiologic and esthetic harmony
among facial and cranial structures. A dentist who represents himself or herself as
an "orthodontist," "Specialist in orthodontics" or similar term has completed the
educational requirements stated in the American Dental Association's specialty
practice guidelines in existence at the time the representation is made.

Pediatric Dentistry: Pediatric Dentistry is the practice and teaching of
comprehensive preventive and therapeutic oral health care of children from birth
through adolescence. It shall be construed to include care for special patients
beyond the age of adolescence who demonstrate mental, physical and/or
emotional problems. A dentist who represents himself or herself as a "pediatric
dentist," "specialist in pediatric dentistry" or similar term has completed the
educational requirements stated in the American Dental Association's specialty
practice guidelines in existence at the time the representation is made.
Periodontics: Periodontics is that branch of dentistry that deals with the diagnosis
and treatment of disease of the supporting and surrounding tissues of the teeth.
The maintenance of the health of these structures and tissues, achieved through
periodontal treatment procedures, is also considered to be the responsibility of the
dentist. The scope shall be limited to preclude permanent restorative dentistry. A
dentist who represents himself or herself as a "periodontist," "specialist in
periodontics" or similar term has completed the educational requirements stated in
the American Dental Association's specialty practice guidelines in existence at the
time the representation is made.



(h) Prosthodontics: Prosthodontics is the dental specialty pertaining to the diagnosis,
treatment planning, rehabilitation and maintenance of the oral function, comfort,
appearance and health of patients with clinical conditions associated with missing
or deficient teeth and/or Maxillofacial tissues using biocompatible substitutes. A
dentist who represents himself or herself as a "prosthodontist," "specialist in
prosthodontics" or similar term has completed the educational requirements stated
in the American Dental Association's specialty practice guidelines in existence at
the time the representation is made.

(1) Oral or Maxillofacial Radiology: Oral and maxillofacial radiology is the specialty
of dentistry and discipline of radiology concerned with the production and
interpretation of images and data produced by all modalities of radiant energy that
are used for the diagnosis and management of diseases, disorders, and conditions
of the oral and maxillofacial region. A dentist who represents himself or herself as
a "specialist in oral and maxillofacial radiology" has completed the educational
requirements stated in the American Dental Association's specialty practice
guidelines in existence at the time the representation is made.

D) Dental Anesthesiology: Dental anesthesiology is the specialty of dentistry and

discipline of anesthesiology encompassing the art and science of managing pain.
anxiety, and overall patient health during dental. oral. maxillofacial and

adjunctive surgical or diagnostic procedures throughout the entire perioperative
period. The specialty is dedicated to promoting patient safety as well as access to
care for all dental patients. including the very young and patients with special
health care needs. A dentist who represents himself or herself as a "dental
anesthesiologist." "specialist in dental anesthesiology" or similar term has
completed the educational requirements stated in the American Dental
Association's specialty practice guidelines in existence at the time the
representation is made.

(k) Oral Medicine: Oral Medicine is the specialty of dentistry responsible for the oral
health care of medically complex patients and for the diagnosis and management
of medically related diseases. disorders and conditions affecting the oral and
maxillofacial region. A dentist who represents himself or herself as a "specialist
in oral medicine" or similar term has completed the educational requirements

stated in the American Dental Association's specialty practice guidelines in
existence at the time the representation is made.

(D) Orofacial Pain: Orofacial Pain is the specialty of dentistry that encompasses the

diagnosis, management. and treatment of pain disorders of the jaw, mouth, face,
head and neck. The specialty of Orofacial Pain is dedicated to the evidenced-

based understanding of the underlying pathophysiology., etiology. prevention, and
treatment of these disorders and improving access to interdisciplinary patient care.
A dentist who represents himself or herself as a "specialist in orofacial pain" or
similar term has completed the educational requirements stated in the American
Dental Association's specialty practice guidelines in existence at the time the
representation is made.

2) Nothing in this Rule shall be construed to prohibit the performance of specialty functions

by a dentist who has not completed the educational requirements stated in the American




Dental Association's specialty practice guidelines, provided that the dentist does not
represent himself or herself as a specialist in the particular area of dentistry.

Authority: 0.C.G.A. Secs. 43-11-7(1), 43-11-10.



